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upon a rearward movement of the runners 
the engaging ends 38 of the pawls will be 
forced downwardly by the cans and covers. 
This downwardly movement of the engag- 
5 ing ends 38 of the pawls permits the said 
pawls to pass under the cans and covers, 
upon a rearward movement of the runners, 
to engage the next succeeding can and cover 
to be intermittently moved along the tracks. 

10 The carriage A is reciprocated forward 
through the medium of pawls 39 and 40 
. which are pivotally carried by the runners 
23 adjacent the outer sides thereof, as best 
illustrated in Fig. 5. As the cans 11 and 

15 the covers 21 are passed from platform 16 
onto the tracks 23 and 24, the can engages 
the pawls 39 and 40 and upon manually 
pushing the can forward the carriage A is 
reciprocated in a forward direction. Each 

20 of the pawls 39 and 40 are provided with 
depending portions 41 and 42 carrying a 
transverse bar 43. Each end of the bar 43 
carries a roller 44 which rides on longitu- 
dinally extending angular guides 45 which 

25 are fixedly secured to the horizontal frame 
members 12 and 12', as best illustrated in 
Fig. 5. The rollers 44 upon a forward 
movement of the carriage A pass under in- 
clined trip arms 46 which are pivotally 

30 mounted on guides 45, as illustrated in Fig. 
4. The purpose of the trip arms 46 are to 
disengage the can engaging end of the pawls 
39- and 40 from cans 11, this function being 
performed in the following manner. 

36 As stated, upon a forward movement of 
the carriage A, the rollers pass under the 
trip arms 46, but upon a rearward move- 
ment of the carriage A the rollers pass over 
the inclined trip arms 46. This engage- 
40 ment of the rollers with the inclined trip 
arms 46, upon a rearward movement of 
the carriage A, disengages the can engaging 
ends of the pawls 39 and 40, permitting the 

§ awls to pass under the cans in a rearward 
irection, as will be readily understood. 
Secured to the rear ends of the runners 
23, are pawls 47, as shown in Fig. 1, the 
purposes of which is such that as the cans 
are passed from the platform 16 onto the 
80 runners 23, the upwardly and inwardly 
turned engaging ends 48 of the pawls wiil 
help to retain the cans in an upright in- 
verted position. This arrangement pre- 
vents the can from being accidently tipped 
6B forward, should the operator apply his 
hands too near the upper portion of the in- 
verted can when pushing the can from the 
platform into engagement with the can en- 
gaging ends of the pawls 39 and 40 for re- 
80 ciprocating the carriage A in a forward di- 
rection. 

The reciprocatory carriage A is forced 
into its rearmost position through the action 
of a weight actuated mechanism. This 
W means for forcing the carriage into its rear- 



most position comprises a weight kick arm 
49- which is fixedly secured to, the trans- 
verse plate 25. Upon a forward movement 
of the carriage A the inner end 50 of the 
weight kick arm 49 engages a roller 51 which 70 
is carried by a pivotally mounted weight 
carrying arm 52. As the carriage A moves 1 
forward the arm 49 forces the weight car- 
rying end 53, of the arm 52, upwardly. As 
will be readily understood when the car- 75 
riage A has completed its extreme forward 
movement the weight carrying arm 52 will 
force the carriage toward its rearmost po- 
sition. After the weight kick arm. disen- 
gages the weight arm 52 the impulse of the 80 
arm causes the carriage to continue to move 
rearwardly into its initial position. The 
weight carrying arm 52 also serves to limit 
the forward movement of the carriage A by 
engaging with a transverse angular mem- 85 
ber 54 fixedly secured to an upright frame 
member 55 of the rigid frame 13. The hori- . 
zontal frame member 12' serves to limit the 
rearward movement of the engaging end of 
the weight carrying arm 52, as will be read- 90 
ily understood. 

To prevent the carriage A from swaying 
laterally when reciprocated, I provide longi? 
tudinally extending guide members 56 which 
are fixedly mounted on the. transverse plates 95 
25 and 26 arranged and adapted to engage 
the side edges of the adjacent tracks 10 and 
18. 

In operation, a can to be fed along the 
tracks 10 and a cover to be fed along the 1Q0 
tracks 18 are positioned on the platform' 16. 
The operator manually pushes the can, to 
be fed along the tracks into engagement with 
the can engaging ends of the pawls 39 and 
40 whereupon the carriage A is caused to 105 
move in a forward direction. The cover 
which is attached to the can, as herein stated, 
will follow the can in unison, the pawls 37 
carried by the runners 24 accomplish this 
function. After the operator has pushed 110 
the can forward along the tracks 10, as far 
as the carriage A will permit, he releases his 
hold upon the can allowing the carriage to * 
return to its normal position through the 
action of the weight carrying arm 52. Upon 115 
this rearward movement or returning of the 
carriage to its normal position the pawls 39 
and 40 are disengaged from the can through 
the medium of the inclined trip arms 46 and 
permitted to pass under the can leaving the 120 
can stationary upon the tracks 10. After 
the carriage A has returned to its normal 
position the operator places a second can 
and cover upon the platform 16 and by push- 
ing the can forward in the same manner as 125 
the first can passed onto the tracks 10 the 
carriage A is again caused to reciprocate 
forward through the medium of the pawls 
39 and 40. After the second can has 
been pushed forward along the tracks 13C 
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10 as far as the carriage will permit, said carriage arranged to feed cans along 

the carriage again returns to its nor- said guideway; and means operable by a; 

mal position in the manner herein stated, can for reciprocating said carriage; sub- 

Upon this returning of the carriage to its stantially as described. 

5 normal position the pawls 36 ana 37 are 3. A can washing machine comprising a 70 

caused to pass under the first can and cover can guideway ; a carriage mounted to recip- 

fed along the tracks 10 and 18 to engage the rocate along said guideway ; means on said 

succeeding can and cover or the second can carriage arranged to feed cans along said 

and cover feed along the tracks. As each and guideway ; means operable by a can for 

10 every can and cover is pushed forward from moving said carriage in one direction * f and 75 

the platform along the tracks, into engage- yieldable means for moving said carriage 

ment with the pawls 39 and 40 this function in the opposite direction, substantially as 

of the pawls is repeated, intermittently mo v- desired. 

ing the cans and covers in unison along the 4. Can feeding mechanism comprising a 

15 tracks 10 and 18 to the end of the machine guideway; a carriage arranged to intermit- 80 
where they are discharged from the tracks tently move along said guideway and means 
by an improved mechanism for this purpose, operable by a can moved along said guide- 
It will- be noted that the cans and covers are wav for operating said carriage, substan- 
only moved forward along the tracks when tially as described. 

20 the reciprocatory carriage is reciprocated 5. Can feeding mechanism comprising a 85 

forward and wlien the carriage returns to trackway; a reciprocatory carriage; and 

its normal position the cans and covers re- means on said carriage for engagement with 

main stationary on the tracks until the car- a can for intermittently moving cans along 

riage is again reciprocated forwardly. said trackway unon reciprocation of said 

25 By the construction of a can feeding carriage, substantially as described. . ^ *x> 

mechanism as herein set forth I provide 6. A can feeding mechanism comprising 

means for intermittently moving cans and a guide-way along which cans arc adapted 

covers, in unison, along trackways, permit- to move; a reciprocatory carriage; and 

ting the cans and covers to remain station- means for reciprocating said carriage in one 

30 ary on said trackways for a time, to be direction, said means including a member 05 

washed through the medium of any ap- carried by the carriage for engagement with 

proved washing appliance. a can to be moved along said guide-way. 

My improved can feeding mechanism is 7. Can feeding mechanism comprising a 

especially adapted for use as part of a can trackway; a reciprocatory carriage for mov- 

35 washing machine arranged to wash milk ing cans along said trackway; and means 100 

cans of various sizes. However, my improved for reciprocating said carriage in one direc- 

feeding mechanism can be adopted for use tion upon engagement with a can, substan- 

in combination with various other washing tially as described. 

apparatuses of the type of a can washing 8. Can feeding mechanism comprising a 

40 machine. trackway; a reciprocatory carriage for 105 

While I have illustrated and described moving cans along said trackway; means 

the preferred form of construction for car- for reciprocating said carriage in one direc- 

rying my invention into effect, this is capable tion upon engagement with a can, and 

of variation and modification without de- means for disengaging said carriage recip- 

45 parting from the spirit of the invention. I, rocating means upon reciprocation of said HO 

therefore, do not wish to be limited to the carriage in the opposite direction substan- 

preeise details of the construction set forth, tially as described. 

but desire to avail myself of such variations 9. Can feeding mechanism comprising 

and modifications as come within the scope parallel tracks; a reciprocatory carriage 

50 of the appended claims. having means for engagement with a can 115 

Having described my invention, what whereby said carriage is recipr6cated upon 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- movement of said can; and oppositely ar- 

ters Patent is: ranged pawls oh said carriage for intermit- 

1. A can washing machine comprising a tently moving cans along said tracks upon 

55 guideway along which cans are adapted to reciprocation of said carriage, substantially. 120 

be moved; a carriage mounted to recipro- as described. 

cate along said guide- way; and a member 10. Can feeding mechanism comprising a 

carried by said carriage adapted to releas- trackway ; a reciprocatory carriage; pawls 

able engage cans to be moved along said on said carriage for reciprocating said car- 

00 guide-way and adapted to cause said car- riage upon engagement with a can to be fed 126 

riage to move in the direction of travel of along said trackway; and pawls equally 

said cans. » spaced apart on said carriage for intermit- 

2. A can washing machine comprising a tently moving cans along said trackway, 
can guideway; a carriage mounted to re- substantially as described. 

65 ciprocate along said guideway; means on 11. Can feeding mechanism comprising 130 
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